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The environmental situation in the world, including in the Arab countries, is causing growing 

concern. Harmful consequences of climate change, such as a long-term drought in Syria and 

heatwaves in Kuwait and United Arab Emirates, are already visible. It is possible that 

environmental disasters even played a role in fueling the popular revolts that broke out in 

North Africa and the Middle East in 2010-2011. In the coming years, climate change may 

render parts of the region inhabitable and lead to conflicts over resources and the 

displacement of millions of people. 

Apocalyptic visions, linked to climate change and environmental degradation, feature in 

several recently published literary works from the region. A number of Arabic dystopian 

novels explicitly deal with the issue of global warming, such as Istikhdām al-ḥayāh (2014) by 

Aḥmad Nājī and Ḥarb al-kalb al-thāniyah (2016) by Ibrāhīm Naṣr Allāh. These novels focus 

on dystopian environmental catastrophes and future green utopias caused by the use of genetic 

engineering and renewable energy. While their depictions can be linked to today‟s global 

anxieties about climate change, representations of the ecological environment and nature are 

not new to Arabic literature. They have been described in many literary works since the pre-

Islamic period and have become one of the structural elements of Arabic poetics.  

In modern times the diversity of the natural landscape is a dominant feature in Egyptian 

literature: see, for example, Muḥammad Ḥusayn Haykal‟s Zaynab (1913), Tawfīq al-Ḥakīm‟s 

„Awdat al-rūḥ (1933), as well as the village novels of „Abd al-Raḥmān al-Sharqāwī, „Abd al-

Ḥakīm Qāsim, Khayrī Shalabī and others, published in the post-revolutionary period. The 

commitment to nature is not exclusive to Egyptian literature, though. Post-1948 Palestinian 

literature, too, reveals a close relationship between the Palestinian people and their land, 

frequently through a focus on the feeling of attachment to their lost home, as well as the 

denunciation of the erasure of Palestinian landscape carried out by the Israeli military 

following the Nakba. At the same time, authors such as the Libyan Ibrāhīm al-Kūnī, the Saudi 

Rajāʾ ῾Ālam and the Tunisian Ibrāhīm al-Darghūthī have chosen the desert as a figurative and 

actual space in several of their novels. Literary responses in Arabic to the oil boom have also 

been plentiful, the most famous example being, perhaps, „Abd al-Raḥmān Munīf‟s quintet, 

Mudun al-milḥ (1984-1989).  

Despite the abundance of these themes and narratives, Arabic literature remains still at the 

margins of the global dialogue on ecological and environmental concerns in literary studies. 

Scott Slovic defines ecocriticism as “the study of explicit environmental texts by way of any 

scholarly approach, or conversely, the scrutiny of ecological implications and human-nature 
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relationships in any literary text, even texts that seem, at first glance, oblivious of the 

nonhuman world” (2008: 160). In his view, ecocriticism and environmental literature are 

“large and contain multitudes” because no text resists ecological interpretations or should be 

considered “off limits” to green reading (op.cit.: 160). Similarly, in the introduction to The 

Ecocriticism Reader (1996), Cheryll Glotfelty stresses the need to open up to a realm beyond 

Anglophone literatures, including languages such as Arabic. 

In recent years, theories of ecocriticism have been applied to a number of Arabic literary 

texts, highlighting different forms of “nature writing” in modern fiction and poetry (Yahya et 

al. 2012; Elmusa 2013; Sinno 2013; Fuad & Said 2013; Ramsay 2014).These theories are 

used to a certain extent in studies of Arabic speculative fiction (Rooke 2017; Pepe 2022), as 

well as novels that focus on encounters between humans, animals and the land (Olszok 2020). 

Yet, Arabic ecocriticism remains in its infancy and needs to be explored further.   

EURAMAL welcomes contributions exploring modern Arabic literature on environmental 

issues, including IPAF-listed novels, which are directly related to the general theme of the 

conference. Special emphasis may be given to topics such as climate change, species 

extinctions, toxic environments and pollution, as well as sustainable models for interacting 

with nonhuman animals and environments. Papers may draw their critical and theoretical 

approaches from disciplines such as ecocriticism, environmental humanities, geo- and eco-

poetics, eco-feminism, environmental justice, human-animal studies, or posthumanism. 

 

Thematic sub-panels might include but are not limited to: 

 Environmental crisis and climate change  

 Literary strategies for mediating the environment 

 Human/non-human agency in fiction and nonfiction, including attitudes towards „nature‟ 

 The representation of animals and imagination of animals‟ perspectives 

 Pragmatics and aesthetics in environmental literature 

 The environment and new literary genres 

 Environmental challenges and gender 

 Environmental social justice  

 Environment disruption, wars and conflicts.  

 

Special Panel 

In addition to the conference‟s main topic, a side panel will be devoted to the cultural 

dialogue between the Arab world and the host country, more precisely the Arab literary 

reception of Kafka, who is one of the symbols of Prague, where the 15th EURAMAL 

conference will be held. Papers in this special section may, but do not need to, address 

ecocritical and/or environment-related questions. 
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Guests of Honour 

Full members of  EURAMAL are invited to suggest the names of critics or authors, especially 

writers who have been nominated for or awarded the IPAF, relevant to the theme of the 
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conference. Please provide their CV and full contact details for consideration by the 

Executive Board. 

Submission Guidelines 

Please send a max. 200-word abstract (Times New Roman, Font size 12) including your 

name, email address, institutional affiliation and other contact details to  

František Ondráš (Frantisek.Ondras@ff.cuni.cz) 

and Baian Rayhanova (euramal2020@gmail.com). 

 

 

Deadline for submission of abstract:  31 July 2023 

Decision about acceptance:    30 September 2023 
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